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MEMORANDUM FOR; 


DIRECTOR 



3 April 1951 


SUBJECT; Periodic Guides for Ciurrent Reporting - Inau?pjratl >n 

of Series by Department of State 

ENCLOSURE; (A) Copy of Department of State (draft) Reporting.; 

Instructions for Foreign Service, dated 12 Mar^h 

1951 

(b) Copy of Department of State "Periodic Guide fo 
Current Economic Reporting" for April 1951 


1. The Department of State (Office of OLI) is inaugurating a 
series of "Guides on Current Reporting,® primarily intended for use by 
the Foreign Service, but also contemplating usefulness to the C/o and 
O/SO collection services. It is presently planned that these Guidsf; 
will extend to Include coverage of the Econcfflilc, Political, a^id Socio- 
logical fields in all areas, and that they will be issued on an 
approximate monthly basis, 

2. Enclosure (A) comprises the set of instructions under whicfi 
the Guides will be issued to the Foreign Service, Enclosiire <B) is the 
initial issue of a Current Economic Reporting Guide for the Far Easi 
"w^hich has been coordinated with C/rr, Copies of a preliminarv draf^ of 
Enclosure (b), previously received in this Agency, were, by the AD/c , 
issued to his representatives in the field for comment as to usefulness. 
Additionally, a copy of Enclos-ure (B) has been issued to the AD/so, 
requestir^ comment as to the general usefulness of this type of GulCo 
to the O/SO collection service, 

3 . A combined Political, Economic, and Sociological Guide for^ uhe 
NEA area will be issued shortly, and Gtildes for other areas are in tlie 
course of preparation in the State Department, 

4. The desirability of instituting a series of Scientific Current 

Reporting Guides has been discussed with a representative of O/si. with 
favorable reaction. " ' 


cc: AD/o 

AD /so 
ad/rr 
ad/si 



IJAkES Q. REBER 
kcylAg Assistant Director, 
Ii^t^ligence Coordination 


25X1 
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IRAFT IADiSESal^8l:ng7». 
3/12/51 


To 


PERIODie GUIDES OR COKREOT HEPQRTIHG 


Certain -Ainerican Mplomatic and Consular Officers 


The Acting Secretarj'^ of Stats refers the enclosed Periodic 
Guides on Current rconomic Reporting to the attention of the Officer* 
In-Charge, 

Under present dist^bed vorld conditions! primary a:^]|asis %a 
field economic reporting must clearly be placed on re^rting current 
developments in those mati ers bearing on national security, the 
United States defense program or policy interests of the Dtpartn^vit, 
Current ("spot" or "voluntary") reporting provides iiiformation 
concerning events in process or newly completed which is useful, 
and at times of extrtjme iinportance, in assessing the shifting 
aspects of over-all intentions, oapabllitlas, vulnerabilities, 
etc,, of both friends and potential enemies. The enclosed guidet 
are Intended to indicate specific current interests and concerns 
in foreign economic affairs of certain United States Governaeat 
agencies, so that the re or ting efforts of the Foreign Service will 
be of maximum benefit, 

A Brief background will help to put the Guides in proper f oc b 
T here has been a feeling in the bepartji^nt for some time tfeai 
field officers expected more guidance than they receiver] and that 
f(^ more satisfactory conicletion of their reporting Ed-SsioE offlp'rjrs 
must be given more infcrmatiwn on what the interests of Wathlngtfrn 
are and what is expected of them. These feelings were ccni irmed 

repo -tiBf 




‘>cfun 

Approved For Release 2003/07/31 : CIA-RDP80R01731R003500070009-2 

- 2 - 

reporting. It was decided therefore to iBStlttte these ig|orjy^ 
iiiaijigi, a scheme which is not new and which in the past on occasl-m 
haa proved veiy successful. 

These gulces ere not to he construed ae instructions, Tl>e 
Department does not wish to restrict the latitude or flcxibllitv 
of the field in covering current developments. The guides are 
only intended to throw additional light on this pmorphotis ro-^orti-.g 
responsibility. The n-esent emphasis on current i-enortinf*: (withi 
an accompanying de-ernnhfisis of rontin,=, rerorting, see for er-rmnle 
Departmental telegr-^m ho. 440 of January 30, 1951) makes it hlrhl- 
desirable that missions he Vent anr, rlaed of current interests of 
the Department and oerteln other united States agencies, Tf.ese 
guides are not, however, to be considered as beinr all-reprt sen- 
tative or all-ir. elusive of hhshinrtnn interests, ihey will inclnhn 
£omg specific Interf sts and M<me pener?a Interests, They miy in 
some cases point up eubisets which might otherwise be overlnoVed 
by field officers: in other oeses they may simply stress the 
tance of or elaborate upon a need which Is ouite obvious. It is 
thought that Gu ides will he issued monthly nl though they mfiy 
Issued more or less often, as circumstances wcrrarit. 

The initial transmission of Economic Reporting Guides to 
being made to posts in the For best. AH pests cencerned ero hrd t# 
sent the current guide for their particulai- area plus the guides 
being sent to otlier posts in the Par Fast: la the I'uture, ports 

will receive only the guide for their iiimedlate «rea of r.-spoa- 
slbllity. 
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Reaction from the posts conceraed la invited. The Deroartme t' 


prime Interest is to develop a eimple yet effective tool tdiich *11 
enable the field to do the best possible ^ob in the Interest s of 
national security and policy responsibilitias of the Deparlanent, 


mo 


Approved For Release 2003/07/31 : CIA-RDP80R01731R003500070009-2 



Approved For Release 2003/07/31 : CIA-RDP80R01731R003500070009-2 



Approved For Release 2003/07/31 : CIA-RDP80R01731R003500070009-2 



Approved FonSelease 2003/07/31 : CIA-RDP80R01 7^003500070009-2 

JIaroh 23 , 1951 


PERIODIC CKJID3 FOR GURRi©/T SCO:/Oia:C RERmTIKG 
April, 1951 


]&Kionesla. 

todonMla-. m««ntly favorabl. balana. „t trad, mi atrotu, laf r- 
natlonal ra..r». paaltion 1, a reauXt 1„ larg. part of th. r.apon.1* - 
n«M of nativ. nibbar prodaaar. to, mi tha high layal of. rabUr pri =aa 
and In part a raanlt of tha ourtalhoent of laiport volmia ralatlaa to .h. 
1949 laval.l Morooror, It appoare that forolgn Mcehang. rooalpta f-o , 
«q»rta wm In 1951 i„ora«,a to a racopd laaol. possibly as hir* 

8 U.s. $800 or 900 olXllon. assualng (a) tha cbntlnuanea of bii?h mb or 
and tin prices and (b) adeqtiata imports. 


1 . 


1 . Are there any indications that the Indonesian Government, 
despite its protestations to the contrary, may find it^ neee* 
to consider, among other measures, revaluation of the teffleetli /*. 
axchange rate fbr Imports In order to induce increased ’limo-i 

2 . What would be the effectiveness of revaluation of the imnort 
rate (possibly to equalise it with tha present export #ate) * . 
a means of both Increasing imports and l.werdng the oresont 
local price level for lij^JOT^ted goods? 

3. What has ba«i th. aff«rt of lnapaas .1 Incona, In th. psl.l v. 


rubber districts in terms of 

(b) local price levels, 

(c) local demand for and consumption of consunar go4d«. 

(d) geographic 
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(d) geograpMc distribution of consuaer goods} asi betv4. n 
native rubber districts and other awas? 

4. To what extent is the gap between imports and de*»a»j^ in ttin 

native rubber districts fined 1^ outvranl snuggllr^ nf rulftv.j. 

to finance inward smuggling of ccmsumer goods from l4lay»?f 

Thailand 


»r. froquont raporttng 1, on fOMlen o»hang» atomic 

to ThaUand from rioa axporta aa roportod by Mca dhippln* Oosrilnit on 
Oommittae, also final 1950 agntw rtlan available. 

Haportlng of monthly rleo ahlpmonta In'the JOINT 'fflUla oHonld h- 
continued. 


Any information or estimates on remlttancen to China for 19^0 o- fcr 
current periods is desired. 

Why does Bank of Thailand continue to show rapee loan, which 
reportedly has been paid, as an outstanding external indobtadnbBs irg 
publication Current Stat istics? 

What financial aid or other assistance is being given by the 
Government to relieve depressed economic conditions in the KoHhe«.,t.? 

Have there been any new developments In extsnsion of tl,e doone-a ive 
iMTrement? What other steps are being taken to e.lve agrarian 

Preliminary figures for I 95 I budget (especially capital .credit* re 
budget) and cooments would be useful. 

Burma 

1. Agrarian problems in Southeaet Asia, including land lefom. k ^ 
currently being discussf^d by a special interdepartmental commitiee. 
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material bearing on this subject including the level of agriotiLtural 
taxes and rents, the adequacy of fam credits and the progresd In la- 
menting the existing land reform program in Bunoa is desired, 

2. Any developments in the nationalisation policy of thei goveihuuaw, 
are of interest. Of particular inteiest are the questions of i»w thi* 
policy appears to be affecting (a) production, (b) the posltloki of tfie 
foreign investors, and (o) the outlook for additional foreign WapitaO 
investment. 

3. ConBnents are desired on the prospects for tin and tungsten ? ro- 
duetion at the Mawchi mines and tha mines in Tenasserim. Ifhatl ls thk 
extent of current insurrectionist activity in -Ubese areas. Whit arm tihe 
current prospects for transport of the ainoral stockpile at Bowdin? /hat 
is production outlook? 

4- Are there any indications that Burma is exporting ndnOrals i > 
Communist areas? 

Philippines 

1. The Philippine Sovemment is evidently determined to dlalm |! 
billion in reparations from Japan at forthcoudng negotiations <ki a uAsce 
treaty for Japan. Available infoi*matlon is requested concemirir the 
ity of a claim of this amount and specifically concerning the idethodd bhrf, 
were used by the Philippine Government to arrive at this totaj . How k os» 
the Philippine Government Justify the present large claim for pa'operl^ 
damage in view of the Icwer estiaataa of propertj damage that wPre nw » 
in 1945 and 194^ and the payments for property deuage under bhai Phllifenin* 
Rehabilitation Act? Moreover, recent data are needed about the ttllli* - 
tion in the Philippines of reparations iuaterial that ^^as fumlafced bvi 
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Japan undar the Interim reparations program la 1949. 

2. Data are requested about the powers of the new Land DeveJcii iienn 
and Settlement Co>TX)ration (LADSS(30) and its activities since its i 
tion in Decentoer. Specific information is needed about the ancimt < f 
.land under LADES0C)»a administration, its methods and plans fos' reset &le» 
ment projects, any efforts to Increase erop jrlelds in LJiDESCO sattD* Mnt f< 
participation by LADSSGO in the recent Gbvertuoent policy of resettii ig 
sTirrendered members of the Hukbalahap on lilndmao, and its efforts feu 
sponsor land reform legislation. 

3. Reporting should be continued an any matters affactlsB 
for F.y. 1951 and P.Y. I952. Information is partioularly desired oh ta» 
legigdation, peso expenditures for I-IDAP (if any) aai SCA counUrpart fual. 
and on recent Government budgetary proottces. 

Taipei 

1. An increased coverage of developments in foreign trado is d< siri<l 
including the nature and effect of foreign trade controls and the ef set 

foreign trade on the domestic econouy, 

2. It would be useful to have a report of the govemicanfc's euw ent 
wage and ration policies In its approach to the problem of maintainik ? 
urban stability. 

Hgng Kong 

1. A more cooplete coverage of Coomuniet China's trade vdth Hoh ^ 

Kong wo\ild be desirable. In addition to the present reporting cover! xs: 
the official Hong Kong trade sumiiiapies and the trade in strategic am, r>di - 
ties, it would be useful to i^celva current infbriuation on the trade I uid 

■-n ru 
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price iBovejiients of the luajor export and iuport couuaxilties , laoludin-c 
the ultiinate luarkets and ooureee of aii^ply. Continuous re orilng ofc the 
trading methods and organization of the Chinese Coranunist foreign tr de 
firms is also desired. 

2. Additional evaluated inforuation regarding the extent to vA-ch 
the Chinese CkMomunists are increasing police controls^ land ri^’orn, 

militia organization, purges of unreliable parsonages, etc., Includlg aif 
evidence of the degree of success such measures have achieved In malj tail- 
ing civil order and in mabillzing resources, is desired. 

3* Inoi^ased coverage of the developments in state control ove; 
marketing and wages in Cosuunlst China would be useful. This reoort^oe 
might cover such points as the growth, strueturo, policy, and f Inandr ng 
of cooperatives and state trading, wage policies in govemi^t and pi lval^»* 
industry, and evidence of rationing or controlled distribution of cffiiaod: 
ties to certain groups. 

Indochina 

Information other than that contained in broadcasts of the Vioti iini 
radio is desired on economic conditions In Viet I-Ilnh territory. In t irtj c - • 
ular it would be useful to know: (l) progress xoade in IxipLeaeniinje tt i Viei, 
Minh’s purported program of agrarian reform; (2) standanis of living; In 
terms of adequate food stqpply, clothing, shelter, etc.; (3) ability to 
maintain transport facilities; (4) ability to oombat epldeoiles^ and S'kleBtSe' 
disease problems; (5) financial structure, including budgetary' lata a id tR# 
exchange rates of the Ho piastre. 

Continued reporting is desired on efforts made to lift the Tran* - 
Bassac blockade and reasons for not lifting it. 
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